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Message Text 


TAGS: MASS, MO 

SUBJECT: SECRETARY'S MARCH 12 MEETING WITH MOROCCAN 
FOREIGN MINISTER: SAHARA 


1 . AT MARCH 12 FOLLOW-UP MEETING (SEE SEPTELS FOR OTHER 
DETAILS) SECRETARY TOLD BOUCETTA THAT ALTHOUGH HE WOULD 
LOOK HIMSELF AT BACKGROUND TO SAHARA SITUATION IT WAS CLEAR 
THERE COULD BE NO CHANGE DURING 1978 ON OV-10S AND COBRAS. 

HE THEN MENTIONED HIS CONCERN ABOUT USE OF F-5S IN SAHARA, 
STATING THAT CERTAIN CONGRESSMEN WHO ARE AWARE F-5S ARE 
THERE MAY USE THIS KNOWLEDGE TO TRY TO DEFEAT ARMS PACKAGE 
FOR SAUDI ARABIA, EGYPT AND ISRAEL. AMBASSADOR ANDERSON 
ADDED THERE HAD BEEN NUMEROUS PRESS REPORTS ABOUT PRESENCE 
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OF F-5S IN SAHARA AS WELL AS IN MAURITANIA, AND THAT THESE 
MEMBERS OF CONGRESS AND THEIR STAFFS, FOCUSSING ON OUR RE- 
LATIONS WITH MOROCCO, WERE WELL AWARE OF THEM. SECRETARY 
THEN EXPLAINED THAT SOME CONGRESSMEN CLAIM F-15S SOLD TO 
SAUDIS WILL BE USED AGAINST ISRAEL, AND DEPARTMENT HAS BEEN 
ARGUING THAT U.S. WOULD IMPOSE RESTRICTIONS PROHIBITING 
SUCH USE. CONGRESSIONAL OPPONENTS MIGHT WELL CITE PRESENCE 
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OF F-5S IN MAURITANIA AND SAHARA AS EVIDENCE SUCH RESTRIC- 
TIONS ARE INEFFECTIVE. 

2. CONTINUING, SECRETARY SAID HE ALSO CONCERNED THAT IN 
CURRENT WEEK'S MARKUP OF 45 MILLION DOLS FMS PROGRAM FOR 
MOROCCO SOME CONGRESSMEN MAY CLAIM PRESENCE OF F-5S AND 
OTHER U.S.-FURNISHED EQUIPMENT OUTSIDE MOROCCO REQUIRE 
IMPOSITION OF RESTRICTIVE AMENDMENTS TO FMS LEGISLATION. 
SECRETARY SAID HE DID NOT WISH SEE ANY OBSTACLE CREATED 
FOR TRADITIONAL MILITARY SALES PROGRAM, WHICH HE VALUED 
IN OUR RELATIONS AND WISHED TO SEE CONTINUE. 

3. BOUCETTA SAID HE THOUGHT THESE WERE MATTERS WHICH 
WOULD NOT ARISE UNLESS STIRRED UP. NOTINGTHAT NO ONE HAD 
BROUGHT THEM UP BEFORE. HE SAW NO NEED TO BRING THEM UP 
NOW. CONTINUING, FONMIN COMMENTED HE COULD NOT STATE 
THAT THERE WAS A DIFFERENCE BETWEEN TWO PARTS OF MOROCCO- 
MOROCCO WITH AND MOROCCO WITHOUT THE SAHARA. WITH THE 
PASSAGE OF TIME, AND WITH NO QUESTIONS ASKED, PROBLEM 
WOULD TAKE CARE OF ITSELF. MOROCCO NEEDS U.S. HELP, HE 

SAID, BUT NOT AT EXPENSE OF ITS BASIC PRINCIPALS. (IN 
SEPARATE CONVERSATION WITH AMBASSADOR ANDERSON PREVIOUS 
EVENING ON LIMITATION OF USE OF U.S. ARMS IMPOSED BY 1960 
AGREEMENT, A TROUBLED BOUCETTA REITERATED NON-AGGRESSIVE, 
PURELY DEFENSIVE PURPOSES, AND WENT ON TO SAY THAT IF 
MOROCCO COULD NOT USE U.S. EQUIPMENT FOR THESE PURPOSES, 
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IT WOULD HAVE NO CHOICE BUT "TO TAKE OTHER DISPOSITIONS ’; 

EVEN THOUGH IT PREFERRED TO RETAIN ITS CLOSE MILITARY 
RELATIONSHIP WITH THE U.S.) 

4. SECRETARY SAID DEPARTMENT UNDERSTANDS SUBJECT WILL BE 
RAISED, AND THAT IT WILL BE USED AGAINST MIDEAST ARMS 
PACKAGE. AMBASSADOR ANDERSON ADDED THAT THE CONGRESS 
HAD ALREADY RAISED THESE ISSUES; AFTER VELIOTES' RECENT 
APPEARANCE AT COMMITTEE HEARINGS, DEPARTMENT HAD 

BEEN GIVEN ABOUT THIRTY SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS TO ANSWER 
FOR RECORD, AND USE OF U.S. EQUIPMENT OUTSIDE MOROCCO IS 
RAISED IN THESE QUESTIONS. SECRETARY SUGGESTED DEPARTMENT 
AND MOROCCAN AMBASSADOR BENGELLOUN WORK TOGETHER TO DEAL 
WITH THESE QUESTIONS. FONMIN AGREED WITH THIS SUGGESTION. 
VANCE 
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